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President’s Update
2019 has been an exceptional year for Clan Farquharson UK
and, for this issue of The Lion’s Face, a number of you have
kindly shared your experiences and contributed towards
providing editorial, for which I am truly grateful.
The most significant event of 2019 has of course been the
Chief’s 100th birthday. While the various celebrations that
have helped to mark the occasion are largely covered by personal accounts in this
edition, the speech given by the Chief at the Reception in his honour was
especially outstanding and we hope to share a transcription of this in the next
issue.
At this year’s Gathering we welcomed a record attendance at dinner (76 guests) at
the beautiful Finzean House and, in support of the Chief, saw an impressive
turnout at the Ballater Games including massed bands, the Lonach Highlanders,
the Balmoral Guard and an important contingent from overseas featuring
representatives from the Invercauld Highlanders (of whom we hope to see much
more in future years). HRH Prince Charles, Duke of Rothsay, attended the Games
in the morning and was offered an early dram of his favourite Laphroaig by my
predecessor, Alan Caig.
After many years of great service to the Clan Society, and as the principal architect
of its revival, Alan decided to step down from office this summer, and I am sure
you will join me in expressing our immense gratitude to him for his dedication to
the task and for all he has achieved. Alan, thank you!
There are exciting times ahead with some ambitious plans for development and,
since we still have some Committee positions to fill, do please get in touch if you
are keen to get involved. I would particularly like to welcome Scott Farquharson
who has already made substantial progress towards the redesign of the website,
which we expect to launch in the New Year.
On behalf of the Committee, I wish you all a truly wonderful festive season and
we look forward to hopefully seeing you at the 2020 Gathering.
Jonathan Findlay
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Programme 2019 Clan Gathering

Aboyne Highland Games - the first Saturday in August
Every year at the Aboyne Games a Clan Farquharson tent hosted by Catriona and
Donald Farquharson of Finzean is located in the Clan Village adjacent to the main
games field.
All welcome!

lionsface@clanfarquharson.com
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Tartan on the Green
th

Tuesday, August 6

We were asked to help organise and
run this event with some local clans
and organisations. We were provided
with a tent and table and set up our
stall selling polo shirts, memberships
and general information on Clan
Farquharson. We had many visitors
throughout the day and met many
people from other clans and
organisations, as well as those living
locally. Horst Kraus joined with other
pipers and provided appropriate
music at various times throughout
the day. It was a good exercise in
promoting our clan.
Alan Caig

lionsface@clanfarquharson.com
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First Time Gatherer
"You are going where? What is a Clan and what is a Clan
Gathering? How do you spell Farquharson and where is
Ballater?" These are a few of the questions I faced from
family and friends when they heard that I was going to the
Farquharson Clan Gathering and Ballater Highland Games
in Scotland.
For several years I had been following the event; now I was not only going
to attend but was asked to participate in the Colour Party. Having been a
Girl Guide Leader, I was familiar with Colour Parties; however with
instructions such as "Keep a line in the middle of the Royal Guards, heading
for the Drum Major of the bands who will be marching towards you from
the far end of the field (they will stop short!)...When the bannerman and
the Invercauld Highlanders reach a point to your left when you are
opposite the gate up to the Clan Chief's tent, you will veer left to that
gate"; doubts began to dampen my enthusiasm. Would it be possible to
learn all this at one rehearsal and what force might they use if I accidentally
veered right instead of left?
And damp it was the morning we met at Monaltrie Park for the Opening
Ceremonies rehearsal. When Alan Caig reviewed the protocol as we
practiced on the field, the unfamiliar commands became clear. But when it
was revealed that the Prince of Wales would be visiting the Games earlier
in the day, I had to ask, "Is this the same Prince of Wales as Prince
Charles?" The answer was a curt "yes". My excitement returned.
Following rehearsal, a trip to the Cairn na Cuihmne strengthened
connections to the Clan where a special bench honouring the Clan Chief's
100th birthday, made with larch and granite from the Invercauld estate,
was presented to him by Clan Farquharson. From there a reception was
held at the Duke of Rothesay Highland Games Pavilion where I had the
opportunity to learn more of the Clan traditions and through the words of
the Canadian Boat Song, to appreciate the connection between Scotland
and Canada. Written in 1860 by David Cobban with lines such as
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"Mountains divide us, and the waste of seas, Yet still the blood is strong"
reflect the bond that exists yet today.
In addition a special fiddle song, written and performed by Paul Anderson
honouring the Chief's centenary, reflects the deep respect and affection
members of the Clan have for their Chief.
The morning of the Highland Games was graced with glorious sunshine and
prior to the Opening, I was fortunate enough to shake hands and speak
with Prince Charles - a most unexpected highlight!
My excitement continued as Opening
Ceremonies went as rehearsed and I was
thrilled to be a part of the Colour Party that
accompanied Clan Chief Alwyne
Farquharson onto the field. For much of
the day I enjoyed socializing with members
in the Clan tent and watching the various
competitive events prior to accompanying
the Chief off the field.
Finally I could not forget the Farewell
Dinner at Finzean Estates, nor will I forget
how to pronounce the name! Not only was
the food, hospitality and entertainment
exceptional, I thoroughly enjoyed visiting
with the people at our table as well as
another chance to visit with the Clan Chief and his family.
It is not often one gets a chance to live a dream but due to the people I met
who made me feel completely comfortable in a new environment, I am
truly grateful. From the start, Alan Caig was generous in his invitation for
me to join the Colour Party, providing numerous emails and information
for the Opening Ceremonies. His efficiency and calm demeanor were much
appreciated. As well, prior to traveling, I received a most welcome email
from Margaret Finlay inviting me to join her and others throughout the
week. I had not known anyone at the Gathering; now I had a wonderful
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mentor to keep me on
track, explain traditions all
the while waiting for her
missing luggage to be
delivered. I was fortunate
to accompany Joan
Farquharson in her
preparations for the
festivities and to
appreciate all she does for
the Clan. I am also
grateful to Jonathan Findlay for being my partner in the Colour Party as
well as regaling us with many wonderful stories at dinner. Thank you
everyone for making my trip so memorable that I can't wait to return.
Hazel Elborne, Canada

lionsface@clanfarquharson.com
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Visit to Cairn na Cuihmne
Wednesday dawned decidedly wet and by mid morning, we had torrential rain,
leaving us in doubt about the arrangements for the visit. However, the clouds
lifted and the ground was deemed fairly safe, though muddy, for our bannerman
Stewart Coutts, to lead a large turnout of clansmen/women following our piper
Horst. The Chief and Madam Farquharson arrived in an estate car and were
preceded by the bannerman as they walked over to the cairn and were escorted
by our two Invercauld Highlanders, Gary and Randy, while Horst piped.
Clan Farquharson presented the Chief with a very special bench, to mark his 100th
birthday. Arranged by the Factor of Invercauld, Angus McNichol, the bench had
been superbly crafted by Barry McGibbon,
using larch and granite from the estate. The
Chief was delighted and immediately tried it
out and was joined by Alistair.

lionsface@clanfarquharson.com
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The cairn service was as usual, an emotive occasion as we listened to the Chief,
telling us about parts of Farquharson history and we had a couple of minutes
silence after joining together with the Lord's prayer as we thought about all the
stones in front of us and the lives they represented.

lionsface@clanfarquharson.com
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I looked around at all those overseas clan members who were standing alongside
us and wondered how they must have been feeling, to have come from all over
the globe to join in this part of our gathering in such a hallowed place and
wondering what sort of memories they would take back.
Standing there, in such beautiful surroundings with the towers of Balmoral just
peeking above the trees, the River Dee running alongside the field, their Chief
addressing us all, it must have seemed almost surreal. It has that effect every time
we come to the cairn service.
Margaret Finlay

lionsface@clanfarquharson.com
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Reception for our Clan Chief

We wanted an event to celebrate our Clan Chief's 100th birthday earlier in the year
and we we hired the new and magnificent Duke of Rothesay Highland Games Pavilion
in Braemar. We invited many locals from the area including those from the
Invercauld estate, whom the Clan Chief would be familiar with.
In all we had over 100 people attend the event. We provided drinks followed by tea
and cake. The Braemar Piping Association and the Finzean School of Piping provided
some excellent piping to get the event off to an appropriate
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start and this was thoroughly
enjoyed by all who attended, judging
by the enthusiastic applause as they
marched off the lawn. A local fiddler
of renown, Paul Anderson, had
composed a new strathspey fiddle
tune named, "Captain Alwyne
Farquharson of Invercauld" and a
reel called "Carn na Cuimhne" and
he played them in the presence of
Captain Farquharson for the first
time. David Cobban composed a poem for the Clan Chief and he recited it in Doric,
and this was very well received.
Alan Caig

lionsface@clanfarquharson.com
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Gathering and Games Day
experienced by Jim Payne

Jim Payne, Bannerman for the Chief at the 2019 Ballater Highland Games

Photo: Jonathan Findlay

I was absolutely thrilled to be asked to be the Chieftain's bannerman for his
entrance and exit from the Games. Having the Invercauld Highlanders, Gary
Humphries and Randy Finlay abreast of me was fantastic. They are a class act! At
one point as Gary, Randy and I walked between the Queen's Guard that flanked
us, I was overcome with deep emotions; the sudden reality of what I was doing,
where I was and with whom I was walking.
At that precise moment, I felt that my Mother and Great-Grandfather, Charles
Weston Fenlason (Finlayson) were with me.
Last year when we attended the Gathering you and all Clan members we met
were warm, friendly and accepted each of us as "one of your own."
This year we both felt like we came 'home' and were delighted to see our 'family'
again and to meet more family from all over the world.

lionsface@clanfarquharson.com
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Getting to know our Clan family members better and spend quality time together
was wonderful. Also unexpectedly meeting and visiting with Prince Charles after
Alan gave him his Quaich of his favorite whisky, was so surprising and a bit of a
shock. To say the least, we were thrilled. He
was friendly, warm and down to earth, and
was intrigued that we came all the way
from Arizona to participate in the Games.
Having the opportunity to celebrate our
Chief's 100th Birthday and his 70th year as
Chieftain of the Ballater Highland Games at
the Duke of Rothesay Highland Games
Pavilions was wonderful.
The Clan dinner at Finzean House was grand and food delicious. We really
appreciated Donald and Catriona's warm hospitality and beautiful home.
As well, the visit to the Cairn na Cuihmne to unveil the new bench was
memorable. The history and importance of Cairn is key to the Clan’s collective
memory. I feel an emotional connection and, when I pass, I hope a stone is placed
for me.
Jim Payne

lionsface@clanfarquharson.com
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August 9th 2019
The Formal Clan Dinner at Finzean House
Donald Farquharson’s welcome

Clan Chief, Madam Farquharson, Honoured Guests and Clan Members:
It was a great privilege and honour for Finzean once again to host the
Farquharson Clan Gathering dinner and I hope you have all enjoyed the Clan
week. For us, as a bit of a Clan outlier, the week began at the Aboyne Games last
Saturday, where we hosted the Farquharson tent in the Clan Village. It was
wonderful to do this in the company my brother Andrew and family, Jim and Gale
Payne and Horst and Uschi Kraus and the tent was busy with many clan members
and some more suspect members, probably claiming closer kinship to my offer of
free drinks - but it was nonetheless a reminder of the many families, such as
Christie's, Coutts' and Hector's, which wear our tartan and are strongly embedded
in our local community here.
Last year, I said a bit about our branch of the family to lend some context. I don't
wish to labour this - nor to repeat myself - but I hope you'll allow me briefly to
indulge in a bit of local history.
The Farquharsons of Finzean trace their lineage back to Finlay Mor through his
eldest son from his second marriage, Donald of the Castleton of Braemar, and
Donald's second son, Robert, who became first laird of Finzean in 1609 when the
Bishops of Aberdeen granted him charter to the estate. In 1707, Queen Anne
granted another Robert Farquharson, the 4th Laird, a Barony Charter, ensuring his
complete independence from any other feudal superior except the Crown. This
put him at once in a position not enjoyed by any of the other Farquharson Lairds,
who for the most part remained vassals of the Earl of Mar. Robert became a
Presbyterian and, when the crunch came in 1715, the Jacobite leader the Earl of
Mar was unable to bring him out with the other Farquharsons, who were
ultimately to suffer because of their feudal obligations.
More recently, Finzean was the home of Joseph Farquharson R.A. (1846-1935),
13th Laird and inspirational landscape painter. Described by Phipps Jackson as "a
born painter, if ever there was one, and from a child upwards nothing ever turned
him from that pursuit", his paintings continue to be greatly sought after and reach
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high prices at auction. As Sickert wrote in 1947: "His extraordinary virtuosity has
been developed by experience, but it arises certainly from the fact that he is
telling his story. The arrest of the fox in the snow of the picture called 'Supper
Time' is a breathless moment. Bloomsbury will perhaps tell you that it is wrong to
paint a live fox. Fortunately [this ethos] does not run in the North of Scotland."
Finzean today extends to 10,000 acres and operates largely as it has always done:
owner occupied and managed in-hand by Andrew with an active home farm,
woodlands, moorlands, several tenanted farms and approximately two miles of
fishing along the River Dee. The focus has been and remains on sustainability, of
the estate as a business and of the community, which continues to thrive, centred
around a primary school, a family owned and managed Farm Shop, Church and
Community Association.
This is a very special occasion, because of a particular birthday earlier this year
and I'm sure that all of you join me in wishing Alwyne, our Clan Chief, all the very
best at the start of his second century. Being a bit of an amateur historian - with
the emphasis on 'amateur' - I was drawn into tracing a bit of our mutual ancestry.
And what did I find? Alwyne is the thirteenth generation since the great Finlay
Mor - and I? It turns out that I am also thirteenth generation, which I think means
(genealogists keep me right here please!) that we are 12th cousins - not allowing
for any other family interventions along the way.
A great honour indeed. But I feel that all of us here sense a bond which is far
closer than one of simple traced lineage. Your guidance of our Clan over 70 years,
the continuity of your presence, your grace and kindness have dignified us all and
raised the profile of the Farquharson name. We are truly grateful to you for this
and privileged to have you as our Chief.

lionsface@clanfarquharson.com
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President’s Introduction Speech
One afternoon last February, my dogs seemed
particularly keen to take me for a walk on Duns
Castle Estate. There was nothing unusual about
this, since I lived on the estate (having been in
charge of its Business Development for the past
three years) and walked the dogs there every
day. But on this day, as I put on my boots and
attached the dogs’ leads, I couldn’t have
imagined that a chance encounter awaited me,
one of a sequence of occurrences that would
intertwine with my future Presidency of Clan
Farquharson UK.
After twenty-five years of living in France, where I had been actively promoting
Scotland to the French, there was something quite magical about walking up to
Duns Law, the historic site where 12,000 Covenanters had successfully defended
Scotland’s freedom of worship in 1639 and where the original town of Duns had
once stood. As I approached the summit of the hill, I met James Shirreff, a local
thespian of MacIntosh descent, whose cousin, David Shirreff, had recently written
the play Colonel Anne. The piece centred upon the relationship between Anne
Farquharson of Invercauld and her husband, Angus MacIntosh, Chief of Clan
Chattan, in defiance of whom she raised 300 troops for the Jacobite cause. Angus
was already sworn to the English King, George II, and her bold actions effectively
put them on opposite sides of the Jacobite Rising while living under the same
roof!
As our respective dogs were excitedly conversing with each other and I was
becoming increasingly entangled in the confusion of leads, James invited me to
play the role of Bonnie Prince Charlie, assuring me that it would be a rehearsed
reading for which we would have our scripts in hand throughout the performance.
I had never acted before and, being bearded and over twice the actual age (and
probably size) of Charles Edward Stuart, it was clearly meant to be! And I love a
challenge!

lionsface@clanfarquharson.com
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Colonel Anne turned out to be the only sell-out performance of the inaugural
edition of DunsPlayFest, a week-long festival celebrating contemporary dramatic
writing. Encouraged by this success and with dreams of Broadway, there was
mention of perhaps taking the production further afield. One week later, visiting
family in Moray, I headed North via Braemar and Ballater. As I took in the breathtaking scenery and the majestic sight of Invercauld, I thought back to the photos
of my father inspecting the Guard at Balmoral during his command there in 1960.
Likewise, I remembered a photo taken on the Esplanade of Edinburgh Castle of
the moment when I first met our Chief in 2009 after marching with the Clan up
the Royal Mile as part of the Homecoming Celebrations. The photo was taken
immediately below the Royal Box where, as a child, I had often accompanied my
father as he took the salute at the Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo.
Once again, on my return to the Scottish Borders, I was drawn to Deeside for a
double-dose of nostalgia, and as I made my way South through these enchanting
and sacred lands, I was determined to discover the dates of the 2019 Gathering
and to join the Clan Society. I pulled into a layby to consult the website and was
excited to discover not only the dates but also that the Society was looking for a
new President. While my car was respecting the speed limit, my mind was racing
ahead and I was already considering the possibility of performing Colonel Anne to
the Clan at the end of the Gathering. Upon returning home, I put my name
forward for the Presidency and, with the approval of my fellow Cast members,
also proposed a Victoria Week performance of Colonel Anne.
To my delight, the response was positive on both counts, however having been
informed that I would be voted in as President Elect at the AGM, the Producer of
Colonel Anne announced that the new performance would be without scripts.
Furthermore, our leading actress had to be replaced. The pressure was on!
To help me learn the ropes, my very able predecessor, Alan Caig, invited me to
join the Colour Party to accompany the Chief onto the showground at the Ballater
Games. The experience was mind-blowing. The parade was accompanied by 8
Pipe Bands and the Lonach Highlanders, while the Balmoral Guard, once
commanded by my father, presented arms either side of us as we entered the
showground. Everything about the occasion was immaculate, even the weather,
and I was so impressed, not only by the warm welcome and conviviality of the
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Ballater Games but also by the selfless dedication of our Chief and the
tremendous esteem in which he was held by all present.

The Chief and Madam Farquharson are escorted by Ballater Games Chairman, John Sinclair. Photo: David Cowe

It wasn’t a day for regrets and yet, if I was to have had one, it would have been
that I was kicking myself for not having become a Clan Society member sooner.
We live in a world where real-life experiences far outweigh materialism, online
encounters or office work, and the Clan Farquharson UK Gathering was no
exception. During the week, we felt the poignancy of the Memorial Service at the
Clan Cairn; we shared the admiration for our Chief as he delivered a moving
speech at the Reception to celebrate his 100th Birthday; we witnessed the
Community display their amazing support for the Chief and the Clan at the
Ballater Games; we were immersed in generous hospitality at the Clan Dinner and
we were overwhelmed by the level of attendance and engagement at the Annual
General Meeting (AGM).

lionsface@clanfarquharson.com
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Five minutes after the AGM concluded, I found myself on stage and putting Angus
MacIntosh under house arrest and into the custody of his wife, the legendary
Colonel Anne. In Act II, I had to play a slightly inebriated Bonnie Prince Charlie with
a significant number of the Clan Society in the audience. Thankfully, I can’t have
been that convincing, for the following month, and probably not as a result of my
acting prowess, I moved from President Elect to President of Clan Farquharson UK
while moving both job and house to Marchmont Estate in the Scottish Borders.
As I write this from my new home, I have a view onto the Cheviots, only a few
miles away. It is amazing to think that this small stretch of land, which will have
been so desperately volatile over the centuries, symbolises a political divide of
cultures. With so much political uncertainty at the moment, perhaps in a few
years it will once again become the border between two sovereign countries or
even a border between EU and Non-EU nations?
Regardless of what the future holds, Clan Societies will prevail. Although the Clan
system may have changed after Culloden, our Clan identity lives on, not only in
the Crest and Tartans, but also in our hearts and minds. While many of us will
share some DNA, all of us will share a sense of belonging to this amazing,
extended family that has been gifted to us by our forebears. We have also been
gifted with the most remarkable Clan Chief.
Years ago, while promoting Scotland in France, a Press Agency asked me to
facilitate and coordinate interviews with 10 Clan Chiefs. The focus of the article
was to understand how the Chiefs perceived their role in a modern world. Due to
availabilities, the 10 Chiefs included MacLeod, MacGregor and MacPherson and
the 12-page article featured in 22 countries. My focus is now upon one Clan, the
amazing Clan Farquharson, with our rich heritage, our beautiful homelands, our
vibrant community and our values. While embracing all of these wonderful
attributes, my focus will be to the future, to innovation and sustainability, so that
we build a truly inspirational and resilient Society for the enjoyment of
generations to come.
Thank you for welcoming me so warmly into the Clan Society and for entrusting
me with the Presidency.
Jonathan Findlay
lionsface@clanfarquharson.com
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Membership Secretary’s message
We all send our warmest greetings to Ansgar and David as they continue their
treatment and look forward to seeing you in August.
Margaret Finlay

Letters to our Membership Secretary Margaret Finlay
David Coates (Committee Member) wrote 21st Oct 2019:
Dear Margaret,
Please accept my apologies for my delay in replying to your E mail. I would just
like to say how much I appreciated the good wishes and the card I received in
respect of my current illness. Following my diagnosis I was able to remain 'up
beat' about it all although it seems the treatment will continue into the New Year.
Although remaining 'up beat' there have been occasional low times and it was
during one of these that I received the get well soon card from the members of
the clan. When I opened the envelope and saw all the signatures, it was just what
I needed at that time, thus giving my morale a much needed boost. Thank you to
everyone, even though this is rather early, can I wish you all very good wishes and
good health for the forthcoming festive season.
Kind Regards
Yours Aye
David Coates


Larry (Rick) Bowman, Arizona, wrote 7th Nov 2019:
Tucson Highland Games
Hello, Margaret! I hope this note finds you well and happy. Our family
participated in the Parade of Clans Opening Ceremony at the Tucson Highland
games this past weekend (2 Nov). 22 family members marched under the Clan
Farquharson banner! You will recognize Kristen (my daughter) and my sister, Sue,
and her son, Jance. The next to last photo shows my sister, Nelda (sister), myself
and sister, Sue, and her husband, Ron. I plan to attend the Ballater Games with
Kris this next year and Jance and family have made reservations also. We were
sorry Jim Payne and his wife Gale were not able to attend the Tucson Games.
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We are preparing for the holidays –Thanksgiving and St Andrews's Day this
month, then Christmas and all the related events next month, and finally, Robbie
Burns Night in January. I hope you have a wonderful holiday season with family
and friends. Best wishes and God Bless!! Rick

Larry (Rick) Bowman, Arizona, wrote 8th Dec 2019:
Saturday the SAMS and Heiland Lads and Lassies participated in the Palominas
Christmas Parade.
BEST WISHES FOR A
WONDERFUL
CHRISTMAS!!!

lionsface@clanfarquharson.com
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Thank You! To all who contributed with photos and reports to this issue I would
like to thank you most sincerely.
I wish all readers a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Horst Kraus, Editor of Lion’s Face

Important Dates for 2020
The programme for the 2020 Gathering is still being developed, however please
note the following dates for your diaries.
Aboyne Games
1st August 2020
Clan Farquharson Gathering 11th-14th August
Cairn Ceremony
12th August
Ballater Games
13th August
AGM & Clan Dinner
14th August
Colonel Anne Performance
15th August (Braemar, to be confirmed)
Braemar Gathering
5th Sept

Visit the new Clan Farquharson UK’s Website
https://clanfarquharson.com/
Using this QR-Code is possible as well:

CONTACTS:
Jonathan Findlay – admin@clanfarquharson.com
Margaret Finlay – mfinlay126@hotmail.com
Horst Kraus – lionsface@clanfarquharson.com

Overseas Associations:
Clan Farquharson
USA – Chuck Atkins – via Facebook
Australia – Bruce Finlay finlay_crmr@bigpond.com
New Zealand – Robert Findlay FindlayRM@xtra.co.nz
Canada – David Coutts dcouttsca2012@hotmail.ca
Argentina – Carlos Farquharson carlosfarquharson@hotmail.com
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